People without Melanin

Some people inherit genes that cause a defect in
melanin production. This defect results in the
partial or complete absence of pigment in the
skin, hair, and eyes—a condition called albinism.
Usually, a person with albinism has parents with
normal coloring.

You might have a mental image of people with
albinism having white hair and skin and pink eyes.
Actually, people with albinism may have light brown,
pale yellow, or white hair. Their eyes are usually light
blue or brown. Their skin may be pale all over or
have white patches. As you can imagine, people with
albinism sunburn easily and do not tan.

We think of melanin as a source of eye, skin, and
hair color, but other parts of your body have melanin
too. For example, the retina requires melanin to
develop properly. So, people with albinism often
have vision defects, sometimes so severe that they
are considered legally blind. Glasses can't completely
correct these vision problems. If you know anyone
with albinism, you may see him or her using vision
aids such as a magnifying lens or large-print books.

Snowflake, who lived at the Parque Zoologico de
Barcelona in Spain until his death in 2003, inherited
the genes for albinism. Like many humans with
albinism, he had blue eyes.
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