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The Risks of Daily Events for Average Americans

Scientific Community Perceptions

(probability of death occurring per year)

Event Order of Risk* Level of Risk
From heart disease 10 1:340
E:rz et;:; complications from 4 1:80,000
In an airplane crash 1 1:250,000
As a result of breast
b 3 resut o rostt : 17,00
cancer (male)
From AIDS 7 1:19,000
In a motor vehicle 9 1:5,000
From food poisoning 3 1:86,000
From a fall 6 1:20,000
From choking 2 1:160,000
From a workplace accident 5 1:26,000

*10 is highest risk; 1 is lowest risk.

Adapted from L. Laudan, The Book of Risks: Fascinating Facts About the Chances We
Take Every Day, 1994, and J.A. Martin et. al.,”Births and Deaths: Preliminary Data

for 1998,” 1999.
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Wash This Way Data Table

Method

Results

Observations

wipe with a dry paper
towel for 5 seconds
(don't use soap and
water)

rinse with plain
water for 5 seconds
(but don't dry hands)

rinse with plain
water for 5 seconds
and dry with a paper
towel

wash with soap for

5 seconds, rinse with
water, and dry with a
paper towel

wash with soap for

5 seconds, rinse with
water, and dry with a
hair dryer

thoroughly wash with
soap for 20 seconds
while hands are not
under faucet, rinse
with water, and dry
with a paper towel
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