








Not All Chemicals Come Labeled

It's a fact of nature that if you raise animals of any sort, you're going to end up with
the animals’ waste somewhere. Manure and urine need to be handled carefully.
These natural by-products ferment to produce ammonia, methane, hydrogen sulfide,
and/or carbon dioxide. If kept in a confined area, these gases can become, at the very
least, irritating to you and your animals. The gases could even prove to be fatal if they
build up to high enough levels. Manure pits on farms can be especially hazardous
because of the large quantities of manure present. If you see someone pass out in a
manure pit, do not attempt to rescue him or her. You could end up a victim yourself.

Instead, call the fire department or rescue squad personnel, who will have

proper protective gear to attempt a rescue in these very dangerous conditions.

Sickening Soft Drink

Labels are meant to protect, but they're of
no use if you transfer the contents from the
original container to another, unlabeled
container. Whether through a desire to
save space or the eco-friendly habit of
reusing containers, people sometimes store
hazardous substances improperly. The
consequences can be frightening.

In March 2009, the owner of a day care
center in Little Rock, Arkansas, grabbed

a container of blue “soft drink” and filled
cups for 10 children. After a couple of sips,
the children realized the “drink” was bad,
but they had swallowed enough of what
was actually windshield wiper fluid to
require hospital treatment. Fortunately,
no children died, but they had measurable
amount of methanol—a type of alcohol
that can cause blindness or coma—in their
bloodstreams. The owner of the day care
center voluntarily surrendered her license.

Silly Labels—
Or Are They?

The labels on some products may seem

silly, like the label on a bottle of drain cleaner

that advises users not to use it if they can’t read or

understand the warning label. Michigan Lawsuit Abuse

Watch (M-LAW) gives annual awards for the wackiest

warning labels. Recent winners include a label on a popular

scooter for children that warns “This product moves when used,” and

a label on an electric food blender that warns “Never remove food or other
items from the blades while the product is operating.”

M-LAW says that ridiculous warnings are a reaction by manufacturers to
prevent lawsuits filed by consumers who don’t use common sense or take personal
responsibility for their actions. These lawsuits cost Americans billions of dollars yearly
because companies must defend themselves in court.

We've all seen the warning on top of carry-out coffee cups: “Caution! Contents are hot!”
Well, of course they're hot. They're supposed to be hot. Why do they need to tell us?
Is this just a company’s attempt to cover itself from another frivolous lawsuit? Maybe,
but according to Great Britain’s Department of Health, nearly 1,500 people were
injured by hot drinks in 2004, and most of them needed at least one night in the
hospital. Clearly, some sort of warning is desirable.

Another type of warning that may seem odd at first occurs on antibiotics labeled
with dosing instructions and the words “Take until gone.” But, when taking antibiotics,
you usually feel better much sooner than you run out of medicine. If you stop taking
it when you feel better, you may just get sick again—possibly with a drug-resistant
strain of bacteria. Other warnings are clearly meant as jokes, such as the Boeing 757
marked “Do not drop.”

Many labels become wacky through mistranslation of English by foreign
manufacturers. Some funny examples include: “For indoor or outdoor use only” on a
string of Christmas lights; “Please keep out of children” on a butcher knife; and “Excessive
dust may be irritating to shin and eyes” on a powdered chemical.

Even though product labels are occasionally amusing, don’t forget the important
role labels play in keeping you safe!
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Visit www.ccemu.org/healthrich/activities for free activities on chemical safety.




